Providing dental care for patients diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease.
Alzheimer's disease is the most common dementing illness affecting over 4 million Americans. As the population ages, dentists and other health care providers will be faced with the daunting task of managing an increasing number of people with this disease. Currently, there are no definitive medications to treat this disease, although there are a number of recent drugs which may help to alleviate some symptoms. This article reviews the current medical treatment and the dental concerns which face the dentist, patient, and family. Suggestions for dental management are given along with practical recommendations for caregivers.